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Two important and very interesting exhibitions about the NAGAS 
can be seen in Switzerland.

One in Basel, Naga. A Forgotten Mountain Region Rediscovered

Museum der Kulturen, Münsterplatz 20.
until May 17, 2009

One in Zürich, Naga, Schmuck und Asche

Völkerkundemuseum der Universität Zürich Pelikanstrasse 40Völkerkundemuseum der Universität Zürich, Pelikanstrasse 40
until September 6, 2009.

These two exhibitions complement each other very nicely.
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Most of the information below is available thanks to Richard Kunz, 
who very kindly guided us. He is one of the curators of the exhibition 
along with Vibha Joshialong with Vibha Joshi, 

The show presents collections  from

- Ethnologisches Museum Berlin
- Staatliches Museum für Völkerkunde München
- Museum der Kulturen Basel,

which were assembled between the late 1870s and the early 1990swhich were assembled between the late 1870s and the early 1990s.

This rich exhibition also hosts works by the Swiss artist Cristina Fessler from her work-cycle 
« Nagaland-Transfer 1992-2008 »

As most of the museum being now closed for renovation, the exhibition had to be adapted 
on three levels in a special part of the buildingon three levels in a special part of the building. 

In order to respect current museum rules (light, temperature and humidity, etc.),
the rooms are rather dark; all objects are displayed in showcases, highlighting their esthetic 

lvalue.



The origin of the collections and the personality of the collectors are describedThe origin of the collections and the personality of the collectors are described 
and put into a historical context, as far as possible in a few lines,.

Introductions and labels are in German and English



The first part of the exhibition - Agriculture, the basis of Naga society focuses on 
agricultural tools, household goods and cooking utensils, as well cloths, jewellery and 
ornaments that were used in the context of feasts of merit



The second part - Status and Prestige through success in War - focuses on the 
ornaments, embellishments and insignia that relate to bravery and success in war, as well 
as various weapons used for either hunting or warfare, and objects associated with death 
and burial practices.



Comparison with the modern world and the daily life of the Nagas are shown 
through films and slidesthrough films and slides

The exhibition was accompanied by several cultural events.
Numerous representatives of Naga communities were invited.

A fashion contest in Nagaland, a video film in the exhibition.



BookBook

Ri h d K Vibh J hi (Ed )Richard Kunz, Vibha Joshi (Eds.)
Naga - A Forgotten Mountain Region Rediscovered
Christoph Merian Verlag / Museum der Kulturen, 
Basel, 2008, 
200 22 5 28 350 l l t200 pages, 22,5 x 28 cm, 350 colour plates
ISBN: 978-3-85616-379-2 
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The Zurich exhibition is organized by Michael Oppitz, 
Thomas Kaiser, Alban von Stockhausen, Marion Wettstein.

The exhibition shows objects collected mainly 
by Ch.Fürer-Haimendorf and H.-E. Kauffmann in the 1930s, 
and kept in Museum für Völkerkunde Wien, Völkerkundesmuseum der Universität Zurich.

It is also related to 
the extraordinary 
archives of Naga songsarchives of Naga songs,
the result of many years 
of research 
by the same team.



It is a University exhibition, in a University setting.
It has a more ethnographic turn

While some objects are on open display, 
others are presented in series and displayed in showcases

It has a more ethnographic turn.

others are presented in series and displayed in showcases,
with a decided effort to render a living context.

Comments and labels are only in German.





Small photos give examples of real-life occasions 
for this object or that garment.



A chronology retraces the history of the Naga hill tribes over the past 150 years, 
pointing out the 3 violent shockwaves : 

British colonial rules, Christian missions, and the Indian state



This exhibition is accompanied by
a 464 p richly illustrated volumea 464 p. richly illustrated volume.

Naga Identitiesg

Changing Local Cultures in the Northeast 
of India.

Michael Oppitz Thomas Kaiser Alban vonMichael Oppitz, Thomas Kaiser, Alban von 
Stockhausen, Marion Wettstein, Eds.

www.uzh.ch/musethno/shop/pd213180414.htm

all details and summary at:


